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J London, May ig. i696. | 
Cortplaint being made to the Common Council, of ſeveral Enormities committed 
by the Farmers of the City Markets, the faid Court did then appoint a Committee 
of Four Aldermen and Eight Commoners, or any One of the ſaid Aldermen and 
Two of the ſaid Commonets, to be a Committee to conſider of the Abuſes com- 

lained of, and of Methods to Redreſs the ſame, and to Report the ſame to the 
| id Court ; which ſaid Committee did often meet, and made ſtrict Enquiry into 
the Abuſes committed by the Aid Farmers, and did on the 29th of July following, make a Report 
to the Common Council, which followeth in theſe Words, wiz, - 
To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons in Common Council Aſſembled. 
N Obedience to an Order of this Honourable Court, bearing Date the 29th of May laſt, We 
whoſe Names are hereunto Subſcribed, being of the Committee appointed to Conſider of the 
everal Abuſes emmitted by the Farmers of the Markets, and of the Mcthods for the Redreſs 
thereof, have ſveral Times met and confider'd of the ſame; and have Examined the preſent 
Rates receiveg by the Farmers of the ſeveral Markets, (viz.) Newgate, Honey-Lane, Stocks and 
Leaden- Hall Yarkets ; and ds find as they ſtand now Lett by the ſaid Farmers, to amount to 
63791. 194, 10d. ang-for viſions, Fruits, and other Wares brought to and fold in the ſaid 
re re in the Streets 4516 /. ros; in all 103969. gs. 10d, which faid Sum of 108961. 9s. 10d, 


we are'q Opinion, they do Yearly receive ; Beſides which, we alſo find, that the aid Farmers 
have reczived of the preſent Tenants 21941. ors. 6d. by way of Fines for Admitrances. 

We have alſo ConfWfered and Examined the Leaſe Granted to the Farmers, and likewiſe 
the, A&of Common Cenncil made in the Mayoralty of Sir William Hooker, and do find, that they - 
have'ezacted greater Rents than ia the ſaid AR is mentioned. 

We have alſo ſeveral, Times heard the Complaints of the Market People, Inhabitants and 
others and do find, That the\aid Farmers have taken from them greater Rates than they ought 
to hzye done, Extorting the ſame by all th: ill Uſages imaginable, as by putting them to vexatious 

* Sus, Arreſting, Impriſoniing, Ruining many of them, and thereby have forced them from 
the _ Markets, which have very much Inhanced the Rates, of Proviſions, and made them the 
nyre Icarce.; | 

And alſo find, That, the ſaid Farmers have turned, and allowed others to turn, the Market- 
Houſes, 'and a great:nimnber of Stalls and Standiugs into incloſed Shops, many of which are Lett 
tb ſeveral Traders, t#the great Prejudice of the Houſe-Keepers and Freemen of this City, which 
night be much better Employed in the Sale of Proviſions ; others of the faid Shops are Lett to 
Butchers and Huckſters, which very much encourage Regrating and Foreſtalling of Proviſions, 

nd the Advancement of the Prices thereof. ; 

' We humbly conceive, That great Sums are Exafted by way of Rents and Fines, and are yet.. _- 
undiſcovered, through the Dread many of the Market People were under, of being farther 
preſſed by the Farmers, in Caſe the City did not give them Relief. 

_= the whole Matter, We are of Opinion,. That the preſent Farmers have Forfeited their 

. Leaſe by Non-Payment of their Rent, and by Converting the Markets to other Uſes than ought 
fo be. by the Covenants contained therein; and that, according to a Proviſo in the ſaid Leaſe, 

ive Shillings may be tender'd to avoid the fame accordingly, and that the aid Markets may be 

managed by a Committee, according to the aforementioned A&, which We humbly conceive 
will tend much to the Adeign.of ths Cans and the Eaſe of the People concerned : All 
which we humbly ſubmit to the Wiſdom of this Hogourable Court. 


Wm Gore, Samuel Weſtall, Daniel Dorvill, John Sherbooke, 
| Robert Rowland, Peter Parker, * Roger Thompſon, Thomas Aunger. 
The faid Committee did the 5th of Auguſt ing order the Publiſhing a Printed Table of 


Rates- {ir the Information of the Market People) as ſettled in an Att of Common Council, made 

the 17th © 1674. F 
* And ſikewiſe, That the Farmers of the ſaid Markets have Covenanted in their Leaſe, That in 
caſe they or any of them ſhall at any time (during the Term thereby demilſed) ExaR or Take 
any greater Rates or Diities than are limited appointed by the aforeſaid AR of Common-- 
1, they or ſome of them ſhall pay to the City, for every time they ſhall fo Exa& or Take, 


the Penalty of Tem Pounds. | 
And that if the &id Farmers, or their / ſhall Require and Receive more than accord- 
al Rates, in the quiet Selling or Expoſing to Sale, 5 to Law, their Commodities ; It 


| is Recommended to 


to apply themſelves to the Lord Mayor, or ſome other 
: And to giveNotice thereof to this Committee, that they 
ts and Conditions of their Leaſe. 


| Now that 00 REIwE GREET may be inform'd what _ 
The Statute madethe 34. Year of Edw:l. cap. 31. againi 
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A Lopy of the Report of the 
Committee of Common Coun- 
cil, appointed to Conſider 0 

' the Abuſes committeol-by the 
Farmers of: the C tt y Markets. <- 


Made July 29. 1696. 
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